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A word from the TPU Department
The Territorial Planning Unit wants to wish everyone a happy Spring! With the warmer
weather coming, we hope everyone stays safe and healthy. Just like Olaf finding his first
flower, we hope you find this newsletter just as joyous!!!

The Territorial Planning Unit still has open position(s)! If you or anyone you know is interested
in joining our team please reach out to us!
Open positions:

Water Monitoring Technicians (2)
Mineral Sector Specialist
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Manito Aki Inakonigaawin
Pathways Forward Project
Manito Aki Inakonigaawin Pathways Forward Project
report has finally been completed! The report covers
three main sections: Current implementation of
Manito Aki Inakonigaawin and the Nibi Declaration,
Future vision of Manito Aki Inakonigaawin and the
Nibi Declaration, then the Pathways Forward. The
report covers information shared through interviews
with elders in regards to their knowledge and where
they see Manito Aki Inakonigaawin and the Nibi
Declaration going. The final report will remain as a
“living document”, which will be presented to
Leadership and all those involved with the interviews.

If you are interested or want to know more
information, please contact Hailey Krolyk at
hailey.krolyk@treaty3.ca

Youth Climate Summit
The Third Annual Youth Climate Summit
was held on March 29th, 30th, and 31st.
Over 30 youth from all over Treaty #3
joined the territorial planning unit and
learned about Climate Change Adaptation
and Mitigation from several climate
change experts. Speaker panel included:
Climate Specialist Geneva Kejick,
Community Based Monitoring Coordinator
Chris Herc, Laurentian University Professor
Dr. David Pearson, Environment and
Climate Change Canada Staff, Cristina Ross
of Matawa Tribal Council, Science North.
After learning and discussing Climate
Change the youth spent half a day
developing their own Climate Strategy
which will be released 2022-2023.

Manito Aki Inakonigaawin
Toolkit
The Manito Aki Inakonigaawin Toolkit combines
all the written work completed with Manito Aki
Inakonigaawin within GCT #3. Its goal is to share
the key principles that guide us in decisionmaking in the Treaty #3 Territory. The toolkit is
designed for the Nation and Treaty #3
communities to further our understandings of
our responsibilities to the land and provide
guidance for government, communities,
leadership and proponents upon entering the
Treaty #3 territory.
The Manito Aki Inakonigaawin toolkit has been
presented to the GCT #3 Councils and we are
beginning to bring it to communities for
feedback.
If you are interested in reading the toolkit or for
more information, please contact Hailey Krolyk
at hailey.krolyk@treaty3.ca
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ENERGY PROGRAM
Hello, my name is Taylor Isaac and I am the
new Junior Energy Coordinator. I'm glad to be
apart of this team. One of the things I'm
looking forward to doing in the future is to
create a sustainable energy plan that will
involve multiple communities in the Treaty 3
area.

COMMUNITY BASED
MONITORING
The TPU is doing community outreach to have
new communities join into the Community Based
Monitoring Program. As of now Sagkeeng and
Shoal Lake #39 have expressed interest in
participating in the program this year bring the
total number of communities to 13. This year
participating communities will collect in-field
data for water quality and fish habitat, collect
water samples to send away for heavy metal
testing, and take aerial and aquatic reference
photos at monitoring sites.
The TPU’s Zebra Mussel Early Detection Program
will be entering into it’s second year. Under this
program community receive Zebra Mussel
settlement samplers to hang from docks which
will collect adult Zebra Mussels over time if they
are present in nearby waters.

Forestry Intern

If you are interested in learning more about the
Community Based Monitoring Program and Zebra
Mussel Early Detection Program please contact
Chris Herc at chris.herc@treaty3.ca

Hello, my name is Chaston Mandamin, I’m
from Naotkamengwanning First Nation, I’m
Lands Managers Toolkit
working with Grand Council Treaty #3 as
The majority of the Land Manager’s Toolkit has
Forestry Intern. I’ll help build and maintain
been
completed by the TPU and Narratives Inc. The
relationships with Treaty #3 communities and
final stage for completion will be he TPU
organizations involved in the forestry sector,
completing a legal review of the toolkit. Once fully
stimulating information sharing. I’ll also be
completed the TPU will mail physical copies of the
meeting with Treaty #3 communities to gain a
toolkit to communities and make it available
understanding of local issues in regards to the
digitally through Grand Councils website.
forestry sector and enhance working
relationships with each community. I’ll be
As part of capacity building for the toolkit TPU and
developing a Forestry 101 toolkit for the
Narratives Inc. held a digital training session for
Nation to support Treaty #3 communities in
the on March 22 and March 23. It was attended by
12 land manager’s from across the territory. To date
anything related to forestry.
there have been over 30 Treaty #3 land manager’s

If you or anyone you know is interested, please that have received the toolkit training. Further into
the 2022/2023 year the TPU will hold additional
reach out to me at
training sessions for interested community lands
chaston.mandamin@treaty3.ca or
and resources staff.
807.407.8836. “
For more information on the Land Manager’s
Toolkit email Chris Herc at chris.herc@treaty3.ca
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WAASIGAN TRANSMISSION LINE
The Waasigan Transmission Line continues to be an important project for the 8 First Nations in the
Gwayakocchigewin Limited Partnership (GLP) and other potentially impacted communities along
the anticipated corridor from Thunder Bay to Atikokan, and then up to Dryden (Phases 1 and 2). The
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) has accepted Hydro One’s Terms of
Reference to advance this initiative to the Environmental Assessment stage for the Project. The GLP
group has made progress with their Business Readiness initiatives and Communications Plan, while
supporting their member communities with Traditional Knowledge studies, early archaeological
work, field work opportunities and capacity development.

As this Project progresses, new

opportunities will open up for communities along the corridor, as well as for the next anticipated
stage (Phase 3) of the Northwest Bulk Transmission Line (high-powered transmission line), which we
expect to be extended from Dryden to the Manitoba border in upcoming years.Now that
communities are opening up somewhat after significant COVID-19 restrictions, the TPU will be
reaching out to interested communities for early discussions with those who are likely to be
involved in the final stage of the transmission line to the Manitoba border.

DEVELOPMENTS IN THE ENERGY FIELD
As the Waasigan Transmission Line Project continue to progress, the Ontario government is making
significant changes to how energy will be managed in the Province. The Province anticipates an
energy shortage in the not too distant future and is preparing to meet the increasing energy demand
with non-conventional and controversial approaches. For example, the Province and the federal
government have made considerable investments in Small Modular (Nuclear) Reactors , and
anticipates initiating their deployment in the next five to ten years. We are also seeing the Ontario
government introduce a New Forest Biomass Action Plan . It is the Independent Electricity System
Operator (IESO), the agency responsible for ensuring our electrical needs are met that is leading the
way forward. Whether communities support these development or not, they deserve considerable
discussion.New opportunities are emerging for economic development, infrastructure development, as
well as ensuring communities’ energy needs are being met, so communities can expect Regional
meetings to discuss the options. Those opportunities may be in the form of small energy generation
such as solar, wind, etc., or energy storage, or even energy distribution. The more we become involved
in these changes, the more economic development, revenue sharing opportunities and infrastructure
development open up for our communities.
Our individual communities continue to engage with IESO to tap into their Indigenous Energy
Support Programs, such as their Indigenous Community Energy Planning (ICEP), Indigenous Energy
Project (IEP), Education and Capacity Building (ECB) and Community Energy Champion (CEC) plans,
so that our communities can develop their own strategies to ensure their energy needs are being met
for the future. As individual communities make progress to address their own needs, GCT3 TPU will be
looking for opportunities to collaborate on projects that will have farther reaching positive effects.
Treaty #3’s Waasigan Landscape Report is a tool that can help us to strategize towards the bigger
picture. The TPU is preparing to engage communities in a Treaty #3 wide energy strategy. As the TPU
continues to connect with communities, and interest develops in the Northwest Bulk Transmission
Line Project and/or the Treaty #3 wide energy strategy, inquiries can be directed to Michelle
Shephard, Regulatory Specialist at (204) 898-4848 or Michelle.Shephard@treaty3.ca.
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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PLANNING
Over the past few months, the Emergency Management Team partnered with community members and
GCT#3 staff to coordinate the Ishkaabewisag Gawiisokaagewad Gathering in Couchiching FN held March
7th – 11th 2022. Throughout the 5 day gathering, there was a total of 277 participants from across Treaty
#3 Nation that enjoyed the gathering and provided positive feedback.
GIS 911 Mapping has been very successful with 85% of the Treaty #3 communities agreeing to be part of
this endeavour. Meetings have been coordinated with Chiefand Council members to review the
objectives and goals for the community.
We continuously reach out to communities to offer our support, to ensure emergency plans are up to
date (on-going). These includes the; Master Emergency Response Plans, Pandemic, Flood, and Fire
Planning.
Deployable devices available: Air Purifiers, Generators, Water Pumps & Hoses, suppression tools etc.
Training opportunities – Fire Smart, IMS 100 & 200 / ICS I 300 & 400, Scribing for Emergency
Management, Security Training, SP 100-300

In Preparation for the upcoming fire season, the Fire Smart course was offered in March and we are now
looking at additional training opportunities to be delivered within Treaty #3 Nation. See below
Our Team has recently completed the 11 day Security/Evacuation Training in Thunder Bay ON
The training includes Critical Stress Debriefing, Mental Health First Aid, First Aid & CPR, Search and
Rescue, and security guard training. We are partnering with Sheshegwaning FN, ISN Maskwa, and
Superior Strategies to bring this Training closer to Treaty #3 Communities, dates to be confirmed for 2
classes of 25 students.
Community members interested in the coming courses can reach out to our team for more information.
For more information, please contact:

Monika Huminuk, Emergency Management Coordinator
monika.huminuk@treaty3.ca | (807) 464 - 6188
Ashley Lindsay, Emergency Management Assistant
ashley.lindsay@treaty3.ca | (807) 464 - 0518
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TRAPPING & WILDLIFE
***IMPORTANT NEWS FOR TRAPPERS & TREATY #3 MEMBERS WANTING TO AQUIRE A LOST
TRAPLINE

The Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry
(MNDMNRF) is proposing to make some changes to the Trapline Transfer Policy which
may impact the first right of refusal for indigenous people to reclaim family lost
traplines. The proposed changes can be reviewed on the MNRF website and where the
public can navigate to the MNRF EBR website to review the proposed policy changes
and make comments.Deadline for comments is April 19, 2022. If you have a question
please feel free to contact dave.lindsay@treaty3.ca.
If you miss the deadline and want to voice any concerns with the proposed changes to
proposed trapline transfer policy, please send any concerns by email before May 4, 2022.
The greatest concern that has been shared with our office on the proposed policy
change is the lack of consultation with Treaty3 members. Please send comments to
Input Coordinator WildlifePolicy@ontario.ca NDMNRF - Fish and Wildlife Policy Branch
- Wildlife Section.
Ontario Policy update for Trapline Allocation:
The Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry’s proposal
for a renewed approach for allocating registered traplines that was posted on the
Environmental Registry of Ontario in September of 2020 (ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-1608).
Ontario is seeking input on a revised proposal during a 60-day period from February 18th
to April 19th. Please visit the above link for more information about how the proposal has
changed and for copies of the revised trapline allocation policy proposal.
Please contact Aaron Walpole ( aaron.walpole@ontario.ca ), Wildlife Policy Advisor in
Fish and Wildlife Policy Branch, if there is interest in a virtual meeting to discuss this
policy initiative.
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GEOGRAPHICAL INFORMATIONAL SYSTEMS (GIS)
These past months have been busy for everyone in Grand Council Treaty #3, including the GIS
Specialist. As spring has sprung and summer approaches, more and more expected projects are
looking for maps and data to help plan for this year’s work.
The Geoportal is almost ready for its big reveal. The TPU is expected to receive training on the
Geoportal sometime in mid-April to help iron out a few more bugs before launch and to help users if
they ever have questions. New layers and projects are being added as well as the production of a
‘How-To’ document by Firelight.
Aside from the Geoportal, the GIS person has been busy updating trapline maps, inventorying
printed maps, digitizing habitats and Species at Risk, as well as helping out at the Gathering in
Couchiching First Nation.

Lake of the Woods Control Board / Water Levels Committee Winnipeg River Flow Changes
Over the winter, the Lake of the Woods Control Board (LWCB) gradually increased outflows from Lake of the Woods
to lower the lake level and create storage room for the spring refill period. Since the start of the refill period at the
beginning of April, further gradual outflow increases have been made to target a stable, moderate outflow into the
Winnipeg River for the spring while allowing for a steady refilling of Lake of the Woods.
However, the weather this month has shifted the outlook. Rather than seeing a typical gradual warming and
snowmelt, April has brought substantial snowfall and generally colder temperatures. The forecasts for the remainder
of the month point to high rainfall amounts for this time of year and generally warmer temperatures. This rain-onsnow will result in a much faster refilling of the lake. In order to conserve some storage capacity in the lake for May
and June, the LWCB is directing more increases in outflow from the lake over the rest of the month. By releasing
additional water now, the risk of high water in May and June will be reduced for both the lake and the river.
The first of the outflow increase is scheduled to take place on Wednesday, April 20. Outflow will be increased to 575
m³/s which is above normal for April, but similar to an average June flow. The rise in the river level due to this flow
change is as follows:

Below Norman Dam
Above Kimberley Rapids
Winnipeg River Marina
Near Locke Bay
Above Myrtle Rapids
Above the Dalles
Above Throat Rapids
Minaki

18 cm
13 cm
11 cm
11 cm
11 cm
10 cm
10 cm
no change expected

More outflow increases are being planned for Friday, April 22 and for next week. Details of these and expected river
level changes will be posted on the LWCB Notice Board. While the details have not been finalized, it is expected
that the Winnipeg River flow by the end of April will be similar to a moderately high June or July flow.
Rising flows across the watershed, including along the Winnipeg River, could create hazardous conditions. Please
use caution when on or near the water.
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19th Annual Lake Of The Woods Watershed Forum
For the 19th consecutive year, the Rainy-Lake of the Woods Watershed Forum brought a multitude
(144) of researchers, resource managers, policy makers and members of the public together on March
9-10 in a virtual setting for the second time. With a formal opening and welcome from Al
Pemberton of Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians, the spirit of partnership and water protection
across the border set the foundation for the day and half symposium.
Seventy organizations working in the watershed were represented at the Forum with 25 studies
featured, with themes of Water Governance, State of the Basin, Nutrients & Algae, and Emerging
Issues and Technologies. Highlights included:
A keynote on ““Legal personhood, Indigenous and international governance, and relation to
water”, with Indigenous scholar and lawyer, Professor Aimée Craft.
An overview of a project by Grand Council Treaty #3 on how both Manito Aki Inakonigaawin and
the Nibi declaration are moving forward today, following interviews with Elders and Knowledge
Keepers.
Discussion of key findings of the Rainy-Lake of the Woods State of the Basin report
(www.lowwsf.com/sobr) that was released in March.
A presentation by Scott Higgins, IISD-Experimental Lakes Area, showing that the duration of icecover on our lakes is getting shorter by about 4 days per decade.
“Sediment fingerprinting” to trace phosphorus in Lake of the Woods back upstream to its origins,
to help target restoration efforts.
Research into phosphorus loads to Lake of the Woods and the Rainy River from tributaries in the
Canadian portion of the watershed.
Study of the effects of microplastics on fish physiology.
Numerous other studies were presented, and both these and the available recordings can be found
on the main page at: www.lowwsf.com/watershed-forum.

DIBAAJIMOWIN PROJECT
Grand Council Treaty #3’s (GCT#3) Dibaajimowin project aims to bring fibre upgrades and
infrastructure for increased connectivity to the Anishinaabe Nation in Treaty #3. GCT#3, as the
proponent for Dibaajimowin received project funding in December 2021 from the provincial Ministry
of Infrastructure to move ahead on Phase 1, which entails developing and connecting existing fibre
optic transmission lines. With the Project Partner Bell Canada, GCT#3 is seeking community and
Nation consent to build fibre optic transmission line and electronic equipment enhancements to
support improved connectivity within the territory.
Project Description:

Dibaajimowin Phase 1 proposes to install connectivity upgrades in six Treaty #3 First Nations
connecting Seine River First Nation, Couchiching First Nation, Rainy River First Nations, Ojibways of
Onigaming First Nation, Animakee Wa Zhing #37 First Nation (Regina Bay), and Mishkosiminiziibiing
First Nation to improved broadband capacity.
The project proposes the installation of a total of 23.2 km of fibre optic cable, of which 16.1 km is
aerial, 4.7 km is buried, and 2.4 km is submarine (under water) and includes a Point of Presence (POP),
which is a small metal box mounted on a pole or on a pad on the ground, containing electronic
equipment at the end of the fibre optic cable. The POPs in Rainy River First Nations, Ojibways of
Onigaming First Nation, and Animakee Wa Zhing #37 First Nation (Regina Bay) already exist and the
electronics will be upgraded while the POPs in in Seine River First Nation, Couchiching First Nation,
and Mishkosiminiziibiing First Nation will be newly installed.
Next Steps:

GCT#3, through the direction of the Elder and Chiefs Advisory Committees, will undertake a Manito
Aki Inakonigaawin consent process through community engagement. This process will provide
community feedback and consent for the detailed engineering and final planning before building
begins. The completion date for Dibaajimowin Phase 1 is Sept 30, 2023. The community consent
process will commence March, 2022 in order to facilitate the potential fibre construction in the
summer of 2022.
For more information please contact Hailey.krolyk@treaty3.ca
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REMINDERS FROM THE TPU!
UPCOMING EVENTS/DATES TO BE AWARE OF
EARTH DAY CONTEST - APRIL 22,2022 (DEADLINE MAY 9, 2022)
TREATY #3 SPRING ASSEMBLY 2022 - MAY 17 - 19, 2022
NIBI GATHERING - WHITESHELL, MB - MAY 26 - 29, 2022
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LIST
Lucas King
Territorial Planning Unit Director
lucas.king@treaty3.ca
Chelsea Jack
Projects Coordinator
chelsea.jack@treaty3.ca
Anita Ross
Administrative Assistant
anita.ross@treaty3.ca

Dave Lindsay
Fish & Wildlife Officer
dave.lindsay@treaty3.ca
Tammy Cardinal
Trapping Administrative
Assistant
tammy.cardinal@treaty3.ca
Raeshawn Parsons
GIS Specialist
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Michelle Shephard
Regulatory Specialist
michelle.shephard@treaty3.ca
Chaston Mandamin
Forestry Intern
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Taylor Isaac
Jr Energy Coordinator
taylor.isaac@treaty3.ca
Shyanne Cobiness
MAI Intern
shyanne.cobiness@treaty3.ca

Hailey Krolyk
Policy Analyst
hailey.krolyk@treaty3.ca
Chris Herc
Environmental Monitoring
Coordinator
chris.herc@treaty3.ca
Geneva Kejick
Climate Specialist
geneva.kejick@treaty3.ca
Monika Huminuk
Emergency Planning Coordinator
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Ashley Lindsay
Emergency Management Assistant
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